
SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS ror FIRST RESPONDERS 
' For the purposes of this document, fentany), related substances, and synthetic opioids (herein after referred to as fentanyl*) includes fentanyl analogues 

(e.g., acetylfentanyl, acrylfentanyl, carfentanil, furanylfentanyl), novel synthetic opioids (e.g., U-47700), and other drugs that may be laced with these substances. 

» The abuse of drugs containing fentanyl' is killing Americans. Misinformation and inconsistent recommendations 

regarding fentanyl' have resulted in confusion in the first responder community. 

» You as a first responder (law enforcement, fire, rescue, and emergency medical services (EMS) personnel) are increasingly likely to 

encounter fentanyl' in your daily activities (e.g., responding to overdose calls, conducting traffic stops, arrests, and searches). 

» This document provides scientific, evidence-based recommendations to protect yourself from exposure. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
» Fentanyl® can be present in a variety of forms (e.g., powder, tablets, capsules, solutions, and rocks). 

» Inhalation of airborne powder is MOST LIKELY to lead to harmful effects, but is less likely to occur than skin contact. 

» Incidental skin contact may occur during daily activities but is not expected to lead to harmful effects if the 
contaminated skin is promptly washed off with water. 

» Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is effective in protecting you from exposure. 

» Slow breathing or no breathing, drowsiness or unresponsiveness, and constricted or pinpoint pupils are the 

specific signs consistent with fentanyl® intoxication. 

» Naloxone is an effective medication that rapidly reverses the effects of fentanyi*. 
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